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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to September 1 this season contained the largest 
proportion of 1-1/16" cotton on record, according to the Department of Agriculture, Consumer and 
Marketing Service. This length comprised two-thirds of the total ginnings. Middling and higher 
White grades accounted for the lowest percentage of ginnings through August 31 on record, while 
Strict Low Middling Plus and lower White grades accounted for the highest. Micronaire test results 
indicate that cotton in the 3.5-4.9 premium range comprised 86 percent of this season's early gin- 
nings against 89 percent last season. The fiber strength of cotton ginned prior to September 1 this 
season averaged 87,000 pounds per square inch compared with 88,000 a year ago. 


Average Staple Longer 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to September 1 this season was 33.6 thirty-seconds 
inches. This compares with 32.5 thirty-seconds a year ago. Cotton stapling 1-1/16" and longer ac- 
counted for 71 percent of total ginnings prior to September 1 this season compared with 39 percent 
in these longer lengths to the same date last season. The length 1-1/16" comprised 67 percent of 
ginnings through August 31, the largest proportion for any like period on record. The staples one 
inch and 1-1/32", combined, were equivalent to 23 percent of this season's ginnings through 

August 31 against 35 percent in the corresponding period a year ago. Cotton stapling 31/32" and 
shorter was equivalent to six percent of ginnings prior to September 1, the smallest percentage for 
any comparable period on record. 


Grade Index Lower 


The grade index in this season's ginnings prior to September 1 was 90.9 (Middling White=100) com- 
pared with 93.6 a year ago. Middling and higher White grades comprised 11 percent of upland gin- 
nings prior to September 1 this season. This is down considerably from a year earlier and repre- 
sents the smallest proportion of ginnings prior to September 1 since records on quality estimates 
became available. The White grades below Middling accounted for 62 percent of ginnings through 
August 31, the largest proportion on record. Light Spotted and other Colored grades were equivalent 
to 27 percent of this season's early ginnings compared with 20 percent in the same period a year ago. 


Total Ginnings 


Cotton ginned prior to September 1 this season totaled 280,000 bales, according to the Bureau of the 
Census. This is the smallest volume of ginnings prior to September 1 since 1919 and is equivalent 
to less than three percent of the indicated 1970 crop. Cotton ginned through August 31 last season 
totaled 528,000 bales or five percent of the 1969 crop. Texas ginnings accounted for 99 percent of 
this season's early ginnings, the same as a year ago. 


Table 1. Specified measures of quality for upland ginnings nk 





Season through 









August 1-31 Supply to September 1 





Grade index (Mid. White=100) O32 90.9 93.6 90.9 93.2 Dene 
Average staple, 32nd in. 32.4 3350 3255) SBRI6) 338) 34.0 
Rough preparation, percent ¥ Ona: . OFF = = 
Tenderable, percent 2/ De D 61.8 WSs il 62unt - = 
Ave. mike reading 4.3 4.5 4.3 4.5 - 2 
Ave. fiber strength (Mpsi) 87.9 87.4 88.0 87.4 = - 


v7 Data for current season are preliminary. 
ey Tenderable for grade and staple in settlement of futures contracts. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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